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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

l\ A\metal article, such as a sputtering target, 
comprising afe^ least about 99.95 wt . % tantalum and a 
substantially uniform (100) cubic texture. 


2. AXhigh purps^tantalum sputtering target comprising 
at least aboCvt 99. 96 wt 7%\t ant alum and a substantially uniform 

10 (100) cubic te^ti/re at theNtarget surface. 

3. A hi6h\pu'ri5y tantalum sputtering target according 
|=a to claim 2 projducett f romV frictidnless forged billet. 
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4. A high puri\y tantalum sputtering target according 
to claim 2 having substantially uniform (100\cubic texture at 
the center location, mid-radial location and edg^ locations of 
the target surface. 
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